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This is not a devotional classic; it is a dangerous tale. One of the most widely read books of all time,

this adventure reveals John Bunyan's intense grasp of the Scriptures.Â Penned while in prison for

refusing to compromise the gospel, The Pilgrim's Progress is a guide for the journey from death to

life.Â The times have changed, but the landmarks and adversaries are very much the same.The

Pilgrim's Progress isÂ a call to the high stakes of every Christian's journey.Â Don't pick it up

expecting quaint amusement; it is a storyÂ of theÂ undeniable truth, great cost, and overwhelming

joy of the gospel.Â Note on the Moody Classics series:ManyÂ factors influence our spiritual growth

and development, and Christian classics play a key role. Learning from those who have walked the

path and fought the fight brings wisdom and strengthens resolve. And hearing the familiar chords of

kingdom living sung by voices from other times can penetrate cultural barriers that limit our

allegiance to the King. To this end, Moody Publishers is honored toÂ build an ongoingÂ series of

spiritual classics. Selected for their enduring influence and timeless perspective, these new editions

promise to shape the lives of spiritual pilgrims for generations to come.
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The Pilgrim's Progress by John Bunyan was once the most widely read and translated book in the

English language apart from the Bible. Protestant missionaries translated it first thing after the Bible.

In the days of westward expansion in the United States, early settlers often owned only two books:

the Bible and The Pilgrim's Progress. While these days it mostly appears only on lists of top



Christian books to read, I grew up with a copy in my Children's Illustrated Classic series. Moreover,

while many of my childhood favorites are no longer available, today I can still easily buy or borrow a

copy of The Pilgrim's Progress. If you are not already familiar with The Pilgrim's Progress, that I

keep mentioning it along with the Bible tells you it is Christian in nature. It is an allegory about the

Christian journey. Given that, what explains the endurance of The Pilgrim's Progress?At its core is a

thrilling story. The first part of The Pilgrim's Progress is about Christian, who undertakes a

dangerous journey. Carrying a burden of sin, Christian leaves behind his family and friends to seek

deliverance from an impending judgment on his city. Christian meets Evangelist (characters are

helpfully named after their traits) who advises Christian to follow the yonder light until he comes to

the wicket gate. There, Christian will receive further instructions. While the beacon of a lighthouse

might guide a ship through a storm and into the harbor, this doesn't mean the journey is without

strife. The same holds true for Christian. Despite a light to guide his way to the wicket gate, he faces

interference from neighbors, a miry slough, and a hill so high that it seems insurmountable. Our

hero eventually does reach the wicket gate, but it is like the first leg in a race.
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